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Draft Summary of the Land Use, Land Management and Aesthetics Work Group Meeting 

Oroville Facilities Relicensing (FERC Project No. 2100) 
February 24, 2003 

 
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) hosted a meeting for the Land Use, Land 
Management and Aesthetics Work Group on February 24, 2003 in Oroville, CA. 
 
A summary of the discussion, decisions made, and action items is provided below. This summary 
is not intended to be a transcript, analysis of the meeting, or to indicate agreement or 
disagreement with any of the items summarized, except where expressly stated. The intent is to 
present a summary for interested parties who could not attend the meeting. The following are 
attachments to this summary: 
 

Attachment 1   Meeting Agenda 
Attachment 2   Meeting Attendees 
Attachment 3  Draft Comprehensive Plan Consistency Evaluation Interim Report  

 
Introduction 
Attendees were welcomed to the Land Use, Land Management and Aesthetics Work Group 
meeting by the meeting facilitator. Attendees briefly introduced themselves and their affiliations. 
The desired outcomes of the meeting were discussed as listed on the meeting agenda.  The 
meeting agenda and list of meeting attendees are appended to this summary as Attachments 1 
and 2, respectively.  No flip chart notes were recorded during this meeting. 
 
 
Action Items – December 9, 2002 Land Use, Land Management and Aesthetics Work Group 
Meeting 
A summary of the December 9, 2002 Land Use, Land Management and Aesthetics Work Group 
meeting is posted on the relicensing web site. The Facilitator reviewed the status of action items 
from that meeting as follows: 
 

Action Item #LU45: Develop and forward the understanding of land ownership structure to DWR 
for confirmation. 
Status: Mark Greenig with the consulting team provided a brief summary on the progress of the GIS 
database currently underway.  The land use data, which includes ownership and existing leases in 
place on a parcel-by-parcel basis, is near completion.  The accuracy of the database information will 
need to be confirmed by the agencies that own land in the project area before this task will be 
considered complete.  This task should be finished by April 2003. 
 
Action Item #LU46: Distribute interim report of SP-L3 to Work Group approximately one week 
prior to the next Work Group Meeting. 
Status: Mark Greenig distributed the SP-L3 Interim Report to the Work Group for review and 
indicated a full discussion is scheduled for later in the meeting (see summary below).   
 
Action Item #LU47: Coordinate with Andy Atkinson (DFG) on the status of the Oroville Wildlife 
Area (OWA) Management Plan. 
Status: DWR and the consulting team met with Andy Atkinson, Wildlife Habitat Supervisor of the 
Sacramento Valley and Central Sierra Region to obtain information on the OWA plan and 
management status of the OWA.  Andy confirmed that the most current adopted plan that provides 
policy direction and management guidance on OWA lands is the 1978 OWA Plan.  A Draft 1990 
OWA Plan was prepared but was never officially adopted by the legislature.  Although the 1978 plan 
is old and outdated, it continues to be the official planning document for the OWA.  Andy indicated to 
DWR and consultants that an update to the 1978 plan would likely occur after FERC relicensing has 
taken place so planning efforts can take advantage of the environmental studies conducted during 
the relicensing process. 
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Action Item #LU48: Obtain a copy of the Oroville Wildlife Area Management Plan (1990). 
Status: Andy Atkinson (DFG) has provided DWR with a copy of the draft 1990 OWA Plan. Jim 
Martin, DWR Resource Area Manager for Land Use, Land Management and Aesthetics will make 
sure the consulting team has a copy of this draft, although it was never finalized or adopted.  
 
Action Item #LU49: Provide new KOP map to Rob MacKenzie (Butte County). 
Status: Jim Martin has delivered the KOP map to Rob MacKenzie. 
 
Action Item #LU50: Coordinate selection of KOPs to be evaluated in SP-L4 with other Work 
Group resource area managers (RAMs). 
Status:  Jim Martin is coordinating the selection of KOPs with other Work Group RAMs and needs to 
confirm with some.  He will do that in the next month. 

 
 
Study Implementation Update 
Mark Greenig provided the Work Group with copies of the SP-L3 Comprehensive Plan Consistency 
Evaluation – Interim Report for review and discussion (Attachment 3).   Status updates of the other 
four study plans (Land Use, Land Management, Aesthetics, and Fuel Load Management) were 
also addressed.   
 

SP-L3 Comprehensive Plan Consistency Evaluation – Interim Report  
Mark Greenig summarized the purpose of the SP-L3 Interim Report, which is to evaluate 
the consistency of Oroville Facilities’ operations and objectives with existing land use and 
resource management plans.  The SP-L3 Interim Report, which currently encompasses a 
summary of FERC approved and other state and local plans, was distributed to the group 
for review and discussion.  Mark stated that many plans covered in the SP-L3 Interim 
Report are not required by FERC, but would assure the local planning agencies that their 
efforts have been considered by DWR and therefore should remain in the document.  The 
participants discussed potential additions and asked that CALFED and CVPIA plans be 
considered.  Mark emphasized that it is important that all Work Groups provide input on 
whether plan summaries specific to their resource areas included in the SP-L3 Interim 
Report are sufficient in scope and characterized appropriately.  Once comments on the 
report are received and integrated, the consistency evaluation will be conducted and 
documented in the next phase of the SP-L3 Comprehensive Plan Consistency Evaluation 
study.  Vince Wong indicated the importance of informing other study groups of the need for 
consistency with management issues identified in these reports.  Jim Martin assured the 
participants that the other work group RAMs are reviewing the information contained in the 
interim report.  
 
Progress Update on SP-L1, L2, L4, and L5 Studies  
Mark Greenig provided updates on the remaining studies. The base data for the SP-L1 
(Land Use) land ownership analysis is close to complete, although there are a few 
remaining challenges for the GIS team.  Land use maps will be given to the Land Use, Land 
Management and Aesthetics Work Group and cooperating agencies prior to the next work 
group meeting for feedback.   
 
SP-L2 (Land Management) is progressing well. Staff is in the process of acquiring and 
summarizing existing management activities. This study is inherently related to SP-L1 and 
SP-L3, and therefore, the work effort and information is being coordinated between these 
studies for efficiency.  
 
The SP-L4 (Aesthetics) study is also on schedule.  The consultant team is waiting for 
feedback on proposed key observation points (KOPs) from other work group RAMs.  Jim 
Martin will be stepping up coordination on that effort in the coming weeks.   
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The SP-L5 (Fuel Load Management) is underway.  The consultant team is currently 
reviewing vegetation types, site topography, and fuel load treatment options within the 
FERC boundary. Mark reiterated that this study would not result in a Fuel Load 
Management/Fire Prevention Plan but instead will review potential management techniques 
that might be used at the Project for various types of vegetation and conditions and will 
identify areas within the Project boundary that agencies may want to consider for fuel load 
management in the future.   
 

 
Next Meeting and Next Steps 
Mark Greenig indicated that the L-4 Interim Report (Fuel Loading) will be available for work group 
review in March and that the L-5 Interim Report (Land Management) will potentially be available for 
work group review in April.  The participants discussed the value of holding a March Work Group 
meeting and determined that if the consulting team has progressed significantly to warrant a 
meeting, the facilitator will e-mail/phone the participants and the Work Group will meet on the 
scheduled March meeting date.  Otherwise, the next meeting would be held in April.  The next two 
Land Use, Land Management and Aesthetics Work Group meetings are scheduled as follows: 
 

Tentative  Confirmed 
Date: Monday, March 24, 2003  Date: Monday, April 21, 2003 
Time: 1:00pm – 4:00 pm  Time: TBA 
Location: Sacramento  Location: TBA 

 
 
Action Items 
The following list of action items identified by the Land Use, Land Management and Aesthetics 
Work Group includes a description of the action, the participant responsible for the action, and due 
date. 
 

Action Item #LU51: DWR receive the land ownership structure and provide feedback on its 
accuracy. 
Responsible: Consulting Team/DWR  
Due Date: on-going 
 
Action Item #LU52: Receive feedback from Land Use, Land Management and Aesthetics 
Work Group participants on the SP-L3 Interim Report (Comprehensive Plan Consistency 
Evaluation).  
Responsible: All 
Due Date: March 24, 2003 
 
Action Item #LU53: Receive DWR and RAM feedback on the KOPs to be used in the SP-
L4 (Aesthetics). 
Responsible:  DWR  
Due Date: March 24, 2003 
 
Action Item #LU54: Distribute materials to be discussed at meeting to Land Use, Land 
Management and Aesthetics Work Group approximately one week in advance of the Work 
Group meeting. 
Responsible: DWR/Consulting Team 
Due Date: on-going 
 
 
 




